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BUDGET 

 
 
Listed below is a short list of some Richmond Regional PDC/local government issues impacted by the 
biennium budget. 

REGIONAL COMPETITIVENESS FUNDING.  State funding for the Regional Competitiveness Program was eliminated 
entirely this session. Language was added to the adopted budget bill, however, directing the Secretary of 
Commerce to review the existing Regional Competitiveness Program and propose a plan that can be used to 
reestablish the program.  The study is also to identify existing options that will continue the Commonwealth’s 
efforts to encourage regional strategic economic development planning which identifies and addresses critical 
issues of economic competitiveness for the regions of Virginia.  The report is to be submitted by November 14, 
2003.  

HB 599. Reduces funding to the program in FY04 by $5.5 million. Does not make any restoration to FY03, as 
was proposed. 

ABC PRICE INCREASE. Increases the purchase price of alcoholic beverages by an average of 5 percent and 
uses proceeds for treatment, study and rehabilitation of alcoholics. None of the additional profit is distributed to 
local governments. 

COMMISSIONERS OF THE REVENUE/TREASURERS. Reduces funding in FY04 by $1.1 million by eliminating funding 
for the commissioner of revenue and treasurers for income tax filing responsibilities in localities with 
populations of more than 100,000. These eight localities bear the full brunt of this $1.1 million cut: Chesterfield, 
Chesapeake, Hampton, Newport News, Norfolk, Portsmouth, Richmond and Virginia Beach. 

COURT CLERKS. Adds language to allow clerks to relinquish a portion of their state-funded salaries to help fund 
salaries for other staff. 

COMMONWEALTH’S ATTORNEYS. Reinstates the 7 percent cut to commonwealth’s attorneys in FY03 and retains 
the 5 percent cut in FY04. (The introduced budget decreased the reduction for commonwealth’s attorneys from 
the 7 percent announced in October 2002 to 5 percent for FY03 and FY04. 

DMV LICENSED AGENTS. Adds language drafted by VACo, VML, constitutional officers and DMV authorizing 
commissioners of the revenue and treasurers to serve as licensed agents and to receive reimbursement 
directly from DMV. 

PER DIEMS. Restores deleted language to reallocate jail per diems on a pro rata basis. The introduced budget 
gave priority to state-responsible inmates for the per diems; any remaining per diems would have first gone for 
the state-responsible prisoners. 

TRANSPORTATION 

RENTAL VEHICLE TAXES. The budget conferees restored $1.6 million in FY03 and $2.1 million in FY04 to fully 
reimburse localities for their share of the rental vehicle tax. As a result of this action, the state will transfer $32 
million each year to affected localities. 

BRIDGE FUND. The budget requires a minimum of 50 percent of all federal funds apportioned to the state to be 
programmed for bridge projects. 

FRANS. Budget language directs VDOT to apportion debt service for FRAN debt “off-the-top” of the share of 
the Transportation Trust Fund that includes allocations to the primary, secondary and urban systems. 

LAND USE PLANNING. The budget requires the Secretary of Transportation to report to the General Assembly on 
ways to improve state transportation and local land-use planning. 
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HOUSE AGRICULTURE, CHESAPEAKE & NATURAL RESOURCES
 

House Committee Members:  Cox, Albo, Sherwood, Ware, Louderback, Wright, Orrock, Bloxom, 
Weatherholtz, Byron, Suit, Saxman, Hogan, Nutter, Cline, Thomas, Plum, Keister, Van Yahres, Amundson, 
Shuler, Miles. 

 HB 1459 Erosion and Sediment Control; requirements for plan approval. 

Summary as passed: 
Erosion and Sediment Control; requirements for plan approval. Removes the requirement to provide the 
name of an individual holding a certificate of competence as a prerequisite for approval of erosion and 
sediment control land-disturbing activity plans. The bill requires instead that the name of such certificate holder 
must be provided to the plan-approving authority prior to actual engagement in land-disturbing activity shown 
on the approved site plan. If the name is not provided prior to engaging in the land-disturbing activity the plan's 
approval may be revoked and the person responsible for carrying out the plan would be subject to penalities 
under the Erosion and Sediment Control Law.  

Patron: Oder  

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 
03/11/03 House: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (HB1459ER) 

House: YEAS-- Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Ware. 

NOT VOTING--Reid.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins. 

 HB 1505 Emergency water supply permit. 

Summary as passed: 
Emergency water supply permit. Authorizes the State Water Control Board to issue an emergency Virginia 
Water Protection Permit (VWPP). If the Board finds that there is an insufficient drinking water supply for the 
area served by a public water system, an emergency permit would be issued to an applicant seeking to 
develop an additional source of water supply. The amount of water that could be withdrawn under the permit is 
limited to the amount necessary to protect public health and safety. The emergency permit would be valid (i) 
until the Board either denied or approved a regular VWPP or (ii) for one year, whichever occurs sooner. The 
fee charged by the Board for the emergency permit would be 50 percent of the amount charged for a 
comparable water project seeking a VWPP.  

Patron: Bryant  

02/26/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/27/03 Senate: Signed by President 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware. 
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Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 1532 Landfill siting. 

Summary as passed: 
Landfill siting. Allows Halifax County to site a landfill closer than 5-miles upgradient from a water source, if 
the Director of the Department of Environmental Quality determined that such distance would not be 
detrimental to human health and the environment. Currently, only Mecklenburg has an exemption that allows it 
to construct a landfill closer than the statewide 5-mile upgradient separation requirement.  

Patron: Hogan  

02/26/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/27/03 Senate: Signed by President 
03/04/03 House: Fiscal impact statement from DEQ (HB1532ER) 

House: YEAS--Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, 
Reid.  

NAYS--Baskerville, McDougle. 

NOT VOTING--Ware 

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.   

 HB 1625 Virginia War Memorial Foundation; membership; removal. 

Summary as passed: 
Virginia War Memorial Foundation; membership; removal. Provides that trustees of the Virginia War 
Memorial Foundation who are appointed by the Governor shall serve at the pleasure of the Governor. 
Currently, the Governor has the authority to remove any trustees regardless of who appoints them.  

Patron: Hargrove.  

02/19/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/20/03 House: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (HB1625ER) 
02/21/03 Senate: Signed by President 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 1627 Virginia Scenic River Board. 

Summary as passed: 
Virginia Scenic River Board. Creates the Virginia Scenic River Board, eliminates the Virginia Scenic River 
Advisory Boards, which shall have a broad geographical representation, corrects a mileage error related to the 
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Staunton State Scenic River, codifies the St. Mary's River as a river segment worthy of designation, and 
requires Department of Conservation and Recreation to submit a report in 2009 evaluating the effectiveness of 
the new state board. This bill incorporates HB 1970.  

Patrons: Cox, Miles and Wardrup; Senator: Martin.  

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 
03/07/03 House: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (HB1627ER) 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 1748 Virginia Water Facilities Revolving Fund; brownfields remediation. 

Summary as passed: 
Virginia Water Facilities Revolving Fund; brownfields remediation. Allows the State Water Control Board 
to extend loans from the Virginia Water Facilities Revolving Fund to localities, public authorities, partnerships 
or corporations for brownfields remediation activities. A brownfield is real property for which expansion, 
redevelopment, or reuse may be complicated by the presence or potential presence of a hazardous 
substance, pollutant, or contaminant.  

Patrons: Suit, Albo, Hall and May; Senators: Hanger and Watkins  

02/26/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/27/03 Senate: Signed by President 
03/04/03 House: Fiscal impact statement from DEQ (HB1748ER) 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C, Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 1861 Dangerous or vicious dogs. 

Summary as passed: 
Dangerous or vicious dogs. Adds animal control officers' previous findings of dangerous dogs to the list of 
factors in determining if a dog is a vicious dog. This bill removes the $50 cap on the dangerous dog 
registration fee and authorizes the localities to set the fee at an amount not to exceed the costs of 
administering the dangerous dog ordinance. The bill also increases from $50,000 to $100,000 the amount of 
liability insurance that a locality could require for animal bites if it has adopted the permissive insurance 
provision as part of its dangerous dog ordinance.  

Patrons: O’Bannon and Baskerville.  

02/21/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/23/03 Senate: Signed by President 
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House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS-- Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 1875 Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board. 

Summary as passed: 
Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board. Reduces the total membership of the Board from 12 to 10 
members, eliminates the ex officio voting members except for the Director of the Department of Conservation 
and Recreation, and adds 2 additional members appointed by the Governor from the Commonwealth at-large.  

Patron: Thomas.  

02/26/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/27/03 Senate: Signed by President 
03/06/03 House: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (HB1875ER) 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 1953 Creation of the Low Impact Development Assessment Task Force. 

Summary as passed: 
Creation of the Low Impact Development Assessment Task Force. Requires the Director of the 
Department of Environmental Quality to appoint a Low Impact Development Assessment Task Force. The 11-
member task force shall operate as an entity within the Department. The task force shall (i) develop a 
certification process for low impact development techniques in achieving quantifiable pollution prevention or 
abatement results, (ii) develop such other guidance for local governments and the general public as necessary 
to promote a more complete understanding of the most effective use of low impact development techniques, 
(iii) recommend changes to existing statutes and regulations to facilitate the use of low impact development 
techniques, and (iv) develop a model ordinance for use by local governments. For purposes of this section, 
"low impact development" means a site-specific system of design and development techniques that can serve 
as an effective, low-cost alternative to existing stormwater and water quality control methods and that will 
reduce the creation of storm runoff and pollution and potentially reduce the need to treat or mitigate water 
pollution. The Taskforce shall continue in existence until it has submitted its final report.  

Patron: Albo. 

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Jones, D.C, Marrs, McDougle, Miles, 
Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

NOT VOTING--Janis.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  
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HB 1970 Virginia Scenic River Board. 

Summary as introduced: 
Virginia Scenic River Board. Creates the Virginia Scenic River Board, eliminates the Virginia Scenic River 
Advisory Boards, corrects a mileage error related to the Staunton State Scenic River, designates the Historic 
Lower James River as a state scenic river, codifies the St. Mary's River as a river segment worthy of 
designation, and requires a report by the Department of Conservation and Recreation in 2009 to evaluate the 
effectiveness of the new state board. This bill is identical to legislation recommended by the Joint 
Subcommittee Studying the Operations, Practices, Duties, and Funding of the Commonwealth's Agencies, 
Boards, Commissions, Councils and Other Governmental Entities pursuant to HJR 159 (2002). This bill was 
incorporated by HB 1627, which passed.  

01/22/03 House: Incorporated by A., C. & N. R. (HB1627-Cox) (22-Y 0-N) 

House: YEAS--Cox, Ware, Miles.  

 HB 2083 Sewage sludge. 

Summary as introduced: 
Sewage sludge. Authorizes localities to adopt an ordinance that requires sewage sludge that is being applied 
to the land contain between 1,001 and 50,000 fecal coliform counts per gram of dry weight. This amount is 
within the range classified as a Class B biosolid.  

Patron: Abbitt  

01/29/03 House: Tabled in Agri., Chesapeake and Natural Res. (22-Y 0-N) 

House: YEAS--Cox, Ware, Miles.  

 HB 2156 Water supply fund. 

Summary as passed: 
Water supply fund. Authorizes the Virginia Board of Health to enter into an agreement with the State Water 
Control Board to manage certain aspects of the Virginia Water Supply Revolving Fund, such as reviewing of 
financial assistance applications and project bid documents, monitoring projects, and ensuring compliance 
with environmental review.  

Patron: Phillips.  

02/26/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/27/03 Senate: Signed by President 
02/28/03 House: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (HB2156ER) 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  
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 HB 2236 Water quality reports. 

Summary as passed: 
Water quality reports. Requires the Department of Conservation and Recreation to submit its report on the 
impacts of nonpoint source pollution on water quality to the Department of Environmental Quality for inclusion 
in Virginia's water quality report that is submitted to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. The report, as 
a minimum, has to include water quality data from the previous five years.  

Patrons: Pollard, Dillard, Bloxom and Brink.  

02/26/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/27/03 Senate: Signed by President 
02/28/03 House: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (HB2236ER) 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS—Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 2314 Erosion and Sediment Control Law. 

Summary as passed: 
Erosion and Sediment Control Law. Clarifies that shoreline erosion control projects involving land-disturbing 
activities in those tidal waters that are under the regulatory authority of local wetlands boards, the Virginia 
Marine Resources Commission, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers are not subject to the Virginia Erosion 
and Sediment Control Law. However, any land-disturbing activities outside this exempted area are subject to 
this law.  

Patrons: Plum, Albo, Callahan, Reese and Scott; Senators: Byrne and Ticer.  

02/26/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/27/03 Senate: Signed by President 
02/28/03 House: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (HB2314ER) 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 2315 Environmental permit fees. 

Summary as introduced: 
Environmental permit fees. Directs the Virginia Waste Management Board and the State Water Control 
Board to establish a schedule of fees that recovers the full costs for operating the solid and hazardous waste 
programs and the water programs. During the 2002 Session, legislation was enacted that directed the Virginia 
Waste Management Board to develop a new permit fee schedule to cover no more than 20 percent of the 
direct costs of the hazardous and solid waste programs, using as the base the amounts allocated to these 
programs in the 2002 Appropriation Act; however, no individual permit fee could increase more than 300 
percent. That legislation also tripled the statutory caps on water permit fees. There was a July 1, 2004, sunset 



8 

on this new fee structure. However, this new measure would do away with the sunset and impose a new fee 
structure that will make the waste and water programs self-sufficient by assessing permit holders the full cost 
of administering the programs.  

Patron: Plum.  

01/22/03 House: Tabled in Agri., Chesapeake and Natural Res. (22-Y 0-N) 

House: YEAS--Cox, Ware, Miles.  

 HB 2401 Comprehensive water supply plan. 

Summary as introduced: 
Comprehensive water supply plan. Requires the State Water Control Board to develop a comprehensive 
state water supply plan that includes a plan for each of Virginia's major river basins, such information as the 
projected water need for a 25-year period, demand management and supply alternatives, conservation 
measures during drought and nondrought periods, and provisions for the protection of ground water, 
headwaters and estuaries. Local governments are to work together to develop regional watershed plans that 
will be part of the state plan.  

Patron: Van Yahres  

01/29/03 House: Tabled in Agri., Chesapeake and Natural Res. (22-Y 0-N) 

House: YEAS--Cox, Ware, Miles.  

 HB 2434 Silvicultural Activities; best management practices. 

Summary as passed: 
Silvicultural Activities; best management practices. Provides that a notice, special order, or emergency 
special order issued by the State Forester regarding the conduct of silvicultural activities shall remain in effect 
until the State Forester determines that the corrective measures specified therein have been implemented.  

Patrons: Dillard, Amundson, Petersen, Scott and Watts; Senators: Byrne, Puller and Ticer.  

02/21/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/23/03 Senate: Signed by President 
02/28/03 House: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (HB2434ER) 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C, Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  
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 HB 2631 Soil and Water Conservation District Boards. 

Summary as passed: 
Soil and Water Conservation District Boards. Specifies that vacant soil and water conservation district 
director positions will not be considered in what constitutes a quorum for a district board to conduct business.  

Patron: Sherwood.  

02/21/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/23/03 Senate: Signed by President 
02/25/03 House: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (HB2631ER) 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware,  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HJ 610 Naming of new state park in Powhatan County. 

Summary as passed: 
Naming of new state park in Powhatan County. Requests the Virginia Department of Conservation and 
Recreation when designating the new state park in Powhatan County to include as part of its name the name 
of E. Floyd Yates, in appreciation of Mr. Yates' outstanding contributions to the community and to the 
Commonwealth in the areas of government, natural resources, and community service.  

Patrons: Ware, Abbitt, Ingram and Thomas; Senator: Watkins.  

02/22/03 House: Bill text as passed House and Senate (HJ610ER) 

House: YEAS--Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, Miles, O’Bannon, Ware.  

NAYS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, McDougle, Nixon, Reid.  

NOT VOTING--Hargrove.  

Senate: Voice vote.  
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SENATE AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION & NATURAL RESOURCES 
 

Senate Committee Members:  Hawkins (Chairman), Chichester, Bolling, Ticer, Whipple, Hanger, Watkins, 
Reynolds, Puckett, Miller, K.G., Rerras, Ruff, Blevins, Deeds, Cuccinelli 

 SB 766 VA Outdoors Found's regn'l open-space preservation advisory boards. 

Summary as passed: 
Virginia Outdoors Foundation's regional open-space preservation advisory boards. Abolishes the 6 
regional open-space preservation advisory boards and requires a broad geographical representation for the 
members of the Virginia Outdoors Foundation board of trustees. Each advisory board evaluates grant 
applications from applicants proposing to convey easements located within its region; identifies applications 
that will provide the most significant open-space preservation benefits according to guidelines and timetables 
developed by the Foundation; and forwards these recommendations to the Foundation. The boards have not 
been active recently. This bill is a recommendation of the Joint Subcommittee Studying the Operations, 
Practices, Duties, and Funding of the Commonwealth's Agencies, Boards, Commissions, Councils, and Other 
Governmental Entities pursuant to HJR 159 (2002).  

Patrons: Ruff, Martin, O'Brien, Trumbo and Whipple; Delegates: Amundson, Cox, Dudley, Miles and Wardrup 

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 
03/07/03 Senate: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (SB766ER) 

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

 SB 886 Landfill closure requirements; exemption. 

Summary as introduced: 
Landfill closure requirements; exemption. Exempts any municipal solid waste landfill having a year 2000 
average daily volume of less than 25 tons per day from the priority closure schedule developed by the 
Department of Environmental Quality pursuant to the Virginia Landfill Clean-up and Closure Fund.  

Patron: Ruff  

01/27/03 Senate: Passed by indefinitely in A. C. & N. R. (7-Y 6-N) 

Senate: YEAS--Bolling.  

NAYS--Watkins.  
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 SB 913 Erosion and sediment control law; certificate of competence. 

Summary as passed: 
Erosion and sediment control law; certificate of competence. Grants plan-approving authorities the option 
to waive the certificate of competence requirement for land-disturbing activity for agreements in lieu of a plan. 
Currently, all plan-approving authorities must require that the name of an individual, who holds a certificate of 
competence and who will be in charge of and responsible for carrying out the land-disturbing activity, be 
provided for both erosion and sediment control plans and agreements in lieu of a plan. An agreement in lieu of 
a plan is a contract between the plan-approving authority and the landowner used for ensuring proper 
implementation of conservation measures during construction of a single-family residence.  

Patron: Deeds. 

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 
03/10/03 Senate: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (SB913ER) 

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

 SB 965 Waste tire piles and tire tax. 

Summary as passed: 
Waste tire piles and tire recycling fee. Strengthens the Department of Environmental Quality's (DEQ) ability 
to clean up the 339 remaining tire piles throughout the state. The civil and criminal liability provisions of the bill 
are conformed to the penalties of other environmental statutes. The bill authorizes the establishment of tire 
convenience centers, which are collection points for the temporary storage of tires. To be classified as a 
convenience center, the collection point cannot receive waste tires from collection vehicles that have collected 
waste from more than one real property owner. The bill exempts (i) Department of Motor Vehicle licensed 
salvage yards that are holding fewer than 300 waste tires and (ii) convenience centers having up to 1,500 tires 
from having to obtain a permit from DEQ.  

The bill also establishes a strict liability standard for damages incurred by neighboring property owners and 
other third parties when a tire pile burns. Strict liability would apply in the case of an unpermitted tire piles of 
more than 100 tires. Currently, strict liability applies when there are more than 50,000 tires. The strict liability 
would apply to the pile owner when he knows about the pile or if the property owner consented to the disposal 
of the tires on his property. The bill grants the agency the authority to enter property and remove a tire pile if 
the owner refuses an order to remove the tires. Under the legislation, the agency would be able to obtain a lien 
against the property for the amount expended from the Waste Tire Fund to clean up the tire pile. To expedite 
the cleanup of these tire piles, a 3-year increase in the tire recycling fee from $.50 per new tire sold to $1.00 is 
proposed. The revenue generated by the increased fee is required to be used solely for the removal of tire 
piles.  

Patron: Watkins.  

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 
03/07/03 Senate: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (SB965ER) 
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Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Cox, Hargrove, Ingram, Jones, D.C., Marrs, Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, 
Ware.  

NAYS--Bland, Hall, Janis, McDougle.  

 SB 1051 Virginia Water Facilities Revolving Fund. 

Summary as passed: 
Virginia Water Facilities Revolving Fund. Allows the State Water Control Board to make loans from the 
Virginia Water Facilities Revolving Fund to local governments or "holders" for purchasing or acquiring an 
interest in real property. The Board must consult with the Department of Conservation and Recreation to verify 
that the purchase protects or improves water quality and prevents the pollution of state waters and protects the 
natural or open-space values of the property or assures its availability for agricultural, forestal, recreational, or 
open-space use.  

Patron: Hanger.  

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

 SB 1053 Conservation easements; requirements to be a holder. 

Summary as passed: 
Conservation easements; requirements to be a holder. Allows organizations that have been in existence 
for at least five years and are registered and in good standing with the State Corporation Commission to be 
sole holders of conservation easements if they also meet the other existing criteria. Currently, such entities 
can only co-hold conservation easements. Current law also requires a sole holder of a conservation easement 
to have had its principal office in the Commonwealth for at least five years.  

Patron: Hanger.  

02/12/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/13/03 Senate: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (SB1053ER) 
02/13/03 Senate: Signed by President 

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C, Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  
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 SB 1088 Land application of sewage sludge; requirements and regulations. 

Summary as passed: 
Land application of sewage sludge; requirements and regulations; study; report. Amends current 
biosolids land application law by establishing standard complaint and investigation procedures, including the 
maintenance of a searchable electronic database of complaints by the Virginia Department of Health (VDH). 
The bill requires nutrient management plans (NMPs) prepared by persons certified by the Virginia Department 
of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) for all land application sites, regardless of the frequency of application. 
Under current VDH regulations, only sites where biosolids are applied more than once every 3 years are 
required to prepare NMPs prior to permit issuance. The bill also requires DCR approval of all NMPs for sites 
where the permit authorizes land application more than once every 3 years at greater than 50 percent of 
agronomic rates, and certain sites operated by the owner or lessee of a Confined Animal Feeding Operation or 
Confined Poultry Feeding Operation. The bill allows VDH to incorporate into the permit reasonable site-specific 
special conditions to protect the environment or the health, safety and welfare of persons residing in the 
vicinity of the proposed application site. VDH must also include in its notice of special conditions such site-
specific conditions recommended by the locality. The permit applicant will have at least 14 days to respond to 
the proposed conditions and any objections shall be heard by the Health Commissioner. The bill requires 
permit holders to provide VDH with evidence of financial responsibility, to be established regulation, which 
shall be available to pay claims for cleanup costs, personal injury and property damage. The bill creates a land 
application certification program to be established by VDH pursuant to which all future land application sites 
must have a certified land applicator on location at all times during the application process. The bill grants 
localities that have adopted a biosolids testing and monitoring ordinance the authority to order the abatement 
of land application activity for violations of relevant laws and regulations. Finally, the bill requests that VDH 
review certain reports of the National Research Council and the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency, report its findings to the Virginia Board of Health by June 30, 2004, and if requested by the Board, 
initiate rulemaking proceedings by September 1, 2004.  

Patron: Bolling.  

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 
03/07/03 Senate: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (SB1088ER) 

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

 SB 1116 Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act. 

Summary as passed Senate: 
Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act. Abolishes the Chesapeake Bay Local Assistance Department and 
places responsibility for administering the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act with the Department of 
Conservation and Recreation. The Chesapeake Bay Local Assistance Board continues as the policy-making 
board for implementation of the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act.  

Patrons: Whipple, Hawkins and Ticer; Delegates: Brink, Bryant, Drake and Lingamfelter  

* 02/22/03 Senate: Failed to pass in Senate 
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House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

* This legislation initially passed in the Senate and was communicated to the House, where an amendment was adopted 
   to delay enactment until July 2004. The amended legislation was then communicated back to the Senate where it failed. 
   (All Senate Capital Region Caucus members rejected the House amendment.) 

 SB 1137 Transporting wastes on state waters. 

Summary as passed: 
Transporting wastes on state waters. Eliminates the stacking limitation for containers on barges and the 
prohibition on transporting waste on the Rappahannock, James, and York Rivers. This bill broadens the 
Board's authority to establish a waste barging fee to fund not only administration and enforcement costs, but to 
also fund activities for abating pollution caused by barging of waste, for improving water quality, or for other 
waste related purposes. This bill exempts from regulation recyclable construction demolition debris being 
transported on state water directly to a processing facility.  

Patron: Stolle.  

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 
03/07/03 Senate: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (SB1137ER) 

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

 SB 1221 Water supply planning. 

Summary as passed: 
Water supply planning. Requires the State Water Control Board, in consultation with the State Health 
Commissioner, local governments, public service authorities, and other interested parties, to establish a 
comprehensive water supply planning process for the development of local, regional and state water supply 
plans. The planning process should (i) ensure that adequate and safe drinking water is available, (ii) 
encourage and protect all beneficial uses, and (iii) encourage, promote and develop incentives for alternative 
water sources. A citizens' technical advisory committee is to continue to advise DEQ and the Health 
Department regarding any changes needed in the Commonwealth's water resources policies and programs. 
The Board is to prepare a preliminary state water resources plan and proposed draft criteria for development 
of the local and regional plans by December 1, 2003. The preliminary plan, which will include information from 
existing local and regional water supply plans, is to be submitted to the Governor and the legislative 
committees with jurisdiction over the subject matter and the State Water Commission. This bill incorporates SB 
1245 and SB 1259.  

Patrons: Williams, Puckett, Colgan, Edwards, Norment and Watkins; Delegates: Cox, Louderback and Rapp.  

02/26/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/27/03 Senate: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (SB1221ER) 
02/27/03 Senate: Signed by President 

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  
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House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

 
SB 1245 Comprehensive water supply plan. 

Summary as introduced: 
Comprehensive water supply plan. Requires the State Water Control Board to develop a comprehensive 
state water supply plan that includes a plan for each of Virginia's major river basins, such information as the 
projected water need for a 25-year period, demand management and supply alternatives, conservation 
measures during drought and nondrought periods, and provisions for the protection of ground water, 
headwaters and estuaries. Local governments are to work together to develop regional watershed plans that 
will be part of the state plan. This bill was incorporated by SB 1221, which passed.  

Patrons: Edwards, Puckett and Whipple.  

02/03/03 Senate: Incorporated by A.C.&N.R. (SB1221-Williams) 

SB 1259 Water supply planning. 

Summary as introduced: 
Water supply planning. Requires the State Water Control Board, in consultation with the State Health 
Commissioner, local governments, public service authorities, and other interested parties, to establish a 
comprehensive water supply planning process for the development of local, regional and state water supply 
plans. The planning process should (i) ensure that adequate and safe drinking water is available, (ii) 
encourage and protect all beneficial uses, and (iii) encourage, promote, and develop incentives for alternative 
water sources. A citizens' technical advisory committee is to continue to advise the Department of 
Environmental Quality and the Health Department regarding any changes needed in the Commonwealth's 
water resources policies and programs. The Board is to prepare a preliminary state water resources plan and 
proposed draft criteria for development of the local and regional plans by December 1, 2003. The preliminary 
plan, which will include information from existing local and regional water supply plans, is to be submitted to 
the Governor and the legislative committees with jurisdiction over the subject matter and the State Water 
Commission. This bill was incorporated by SB 1221, which passed.  

Patron: Norment.  

02/03/03 Senate: Incorporated by A.C.&N.R. (SB1221-Williams) 

 

 HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS  
 

House Committee Members: Callahan (Chairman), Putney, Dillard, Morgan, Tata, Rollison, Hamilton, Ingram, 
May, Sherwood, Bryant, Cox, Wardrup, Dudley, Reid, Landes, Jones, S.C., Hall, Thomas, Councill, Van 
Landingham, Christian, Phillips, Spruill, Stump 

 HB 1467 Automatic reduction in general fund appropriations by Governor. 

Summary as introduced: 
Automatic reduction in general fund appropriations by Governor. Whenever general fund revenue 
collections for a period of 6 months or more show that year-to-date revenue growth is in excess of 1 percent 
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below the official estimate upon which the appropriation act is based for such fiscal year, the Governor shall 
institute an across-the-board percentage reduction in general fund appropriations to all executive branch 
agencies, which shall equal at least one-half of the revenue shortfall. Such action shall be communicated to 
the chairmen of the money committees within 5 days of its adoption.  

Patrons: Purkey and Lingamfelter.  

01/29/03 House: Tabled in Appropriations (25-Y 0-N) 

YEAS--Ingram, Cox, Reid, Hall.  

 HB 1576 Tax admin.; fail/willful ref. to file tax rtn; false rtn; penalty; 

Summary as passed: 
Fraudulent tax return; penalty. Changes the penalty from a Class 1 misdemeanor to a Class 6 felony for an 
individual who, with the intent to defraud the Commonwealth, makes a false statement on an income tax return 
and for an officer of a corporation who makes a fraudulent return or statement with intent to evade the 
payment of taxes.  

Patron: Parrish.  

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, Miles, Nixon, 
O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

NOT VOTING--Bland, McDougle.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 

 HB 1838 Taxpayer's Budget Bill of Rights. 

Summary as passed: 
Taxpayer's Budget Bill of Rights. Provides that the Executive Budget and the Budget Bill be set forth in a 
format and use language that is easily understood by the citizens of the Commonwealth. The bill also requires 
the Executive Budget and the Budget Bill include specific outcomes, functions, and goals that are related to 
expenditures and provisions for additional public access to information contained in the Executive Budget and 
the Budget Bill.  

Patrons: Reese, Albo, Athey, Bell, Black, Bolvin, Carrico, Cole, Cosgrove, Devolites, Gear, Hugo, Hurt, 
Ingram, Janis, Johnson, Landes, Lingamfelter, Louderback, Marrs, Marshall, D.W., Marshall, R.G., McQuigg, 
Moran, Nixon, Nutter, O’Bannon, Oder, Petersen, Purkey, Rollison, Rust, Saxman, Sears, Welch and Wright; 
Senator: O'Brien.  

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 House: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (HB1838ER) 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 
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House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

House: YEAS--Ingram, Cox, Reid, Hall. 

 HB 1853 Financial and management audit of all state agencies. 

Summary as introduced: 
Financial and management audit of all state agencies. Directs the Governor to require a financial and 
management audit of all state agencies, independent agencies, and all instrumentalities except localities, by 
private auditing firms, to improve governmental efficiency. The audit shall be completed and reviewed by a 
joint subcommittee of the House Appropriations and Senate Finance Committees. The joint subcommittee 
shall make recommendations to improve the efficiency of each agency by December 31, 2004.  

Patron: Lingamfelter.  

01/15/03 House: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (HB1853) 
01/29/03 House: Tabled in Appropriations (25-Y 0-N) 

House: YEAS--Ingram, Cox, Reid, Hall.  

 HB 1872 Excess funds in the Revenue Stabilization Fund. 

Summary as passed: 
Budget Bill; additional funds in the Revenue Stabilization Fund. Requires the Governor to include in his 
annual Budget Bill certain additional deposits to the Revenue Stabilization Fund under certain conditions. 
Incorporates HB 2762.  

Patrons: O’Bannon, Landes and Rapp.  

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 2059 Governor; reestimate of general fund revenues. 

Summary as passed: 
Governor; reestimate of general fund revenues. Provides for the Governor to submit a reestimate of 
general fund revenues when the preliminary close of a given fiscal year indicates that the total of individual 
income, corporate income, and sales taxes collected is 1.0 percent or more below the estimated total amount 
of such taxes included in the budget estimate for that fiscal year.  
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Patrons: Callahan, Amundson, Landes, Purkey and Wardrup.  

02/19/03 Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0014) 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 2110 Damaging highway signs; penalty. 

Summary as passed: 
Damaging highway signs; penalty. Provides that if a person intentionally damages any legally posted 
highway sign he is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. This bill incorporates HB 2014.  

Patrons: Barlow and Rapp.  

02/26/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/27/03 Senate: Signed by President 
03/05/03 House: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (HB2110ER) 
 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, Miles, 
Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

NAYS--Cox.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 2122 Virginia Retirement System; purchase of prior service credit. 

Summary as passed: 
Virginia Retirement System; purchase of prior service credit. Provides that school division 
superintendents may purchase an additional 10 years of retirement service credit for prior service for the 
Commonwealth or another state (this is in addition to the four years under law that may already be 
purchased). The cost for each additional year of service shall equal 10 percent of the superintendent's 
compensation at the time of purchase, provided that the additional retirement service is purchased within one 
year of the superintendent's eligibility and is paid for in one lump-sum payment to the Virginia Retirement 
System. For each year of service purchased under the bill, the school division superintendent is required to 
serve the same number of years as a school division superintendent subsequent to the date of purchase. Any 
school division superintendent who fails to serve the required number of years shall forfeit any credited service 
for the number of years not served and shall be liable to his local board for any amount paid by it for 
purchasing the forfeited prior service credit.  

Patrons: Reid, Baskerville, Bland, Christian, Cox, Darner, Dillard, Hall, Hamilton, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, 
Jones, D.C., McDougle, O’Bannon, Orrock, Plum, Tata and Van Landingham.  

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 
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House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid.  

NAYS--Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 2243 Standards of Quality; apportionment of state and local share. 

Summary as introduced: 
Standards of Quality; apportionment of state and local share. Directs the General Assembly, in 
apportioning the state and local share for the costs of meeting the Standards of Quality, beginning July 1, 
2004, to implement a formula that determines each locality's ability to pay based on the ratios of (i) the total 
value of real estate in the locality adjusted by the index used for the pay differential for state employees 
residing in that locality to the statewide value of real estate per person; (ii) the median value of residential real 
estate in the locality to the statewide median value of residential real estate; (iii) sales subject to the state 
sales tax in the locality to the statewide sales subject to the state sales tax per person; (iv) revenue collected 
from the local personal property tax to the revenue collected statewide from the local personal property tax, 
and (v) revenue collected from local lodging, local cigarette, and local meals taxes to the revenue collected 
statewide from these local lodging, cigarette, and meals taxes, as provided in the appropriation act.  

To determine each locality's composite index of ability-to-pay, (i) the sum of the ratios calculated on the basis 
of average daily membership for each locality shall be divided by the sum of the average daily membership 
ratios for all localities; (ii) the sum of the ratios calculated on a per capita basis for each locality shall be 
divided by the sum of the average daily membership ratios for all localities; and (iii) the locality's ratio 
calculated on the basis of average daily membership shall be multiplied by .66 and the locality's ratio 
calculated on a per capita basis shall be multiplied by .33. The sum of the 2 adjusted ratios in clause (iii) shall 
be the local composite index of ability-to-pay.  

Tax values and population estimates used shall be those for the fiscal year ending 1 year prior to the fiscal 
year in which the distribution takes place.  

Patrons: Watts, Petersen and Plum.  

01/22/03 House: Tabled in Appropriations (24-Y 1-N) 

House: YEAS--Ingram, Cox, Reid, Hall.  

 HB 2295 Retirement; state and local law enforcement officers and firefighters. 

Summary as introduced: 
Retirement; state and local law enforcement officers and firefighters. Deletes the minimum age 
requirement for retirement for state and local law-enforcement officers and firefighters with 25 or more years of 
service.  

Patron: Devolites  

01/27/03 House: Tabled in Appropriations (23-Y 1-N) 

House: YEAS--Ingram, Cox, Reid, Hall.  
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 HB 2345 Deputy sheriffs; retirement allowance. 

Summary as introduced: 
Deputy sheriffs; retirement allowance. Provides that deputy sheriffs employed by political subdivisions 
participating in the Virginia Retirement System ("VRS") shall receive the same retirement benefits as sheriffs. 
Under current law, any sheriff employed by a political subdivision participating in VRS shall receive retirement 
benefits equivalent to those provided under the State Police Officers' Retirement System ("SPORS") for state 
police officers. This bill would provide that deputy sheriffs, whose political subdivision participates in VRS, also 
receive retirement benefits equivalent to those provided under SPORS.  

Patrons: Weatherholtz and Rapp.  

01/27/03 House: Passed by indefinitely in App. (24-Y 0-N) 

House: YEAS--Ingram, Cox, Reid, Hall.  

 

HOUSE  AND SENATE COMMERCE & LABOR  
 

 
House Committee Members:  Morgan (Chairman), Callahan, Hargrove, Tata, Parrish, Purkey, Kilgore, Bryant, 
Byron, Ware, McDonnell, Dudley, Griffith, Nixon, Drake, Plum, Woodrum, Johnson, Scott, Jones, D.C., 
Joannou, Abbitt 
 
Senate Committee Members:  Wampler (Chairman), Colgan, Saslaw, Chichester, Miller, Y.B., Norment, 
Stosch, Stolle, Potts, Maxwell, Edwards, Williams, Watkins, Miller, K.G., Wagner 

 HB 1877 Workers' compensation; infectious disease presumption. 

Summary as passed: 
Workers' compensation; infectious disease presumption. Provides that the existing provision that delays, 
until six months after an employee has undergone a preemployment physical examination, the presumption 
that certain diseases causing the death or disability of a firefighter or certain other employees who have a 
documented occupational exposure to blood or body fluids are presumed to be occupational diseases does 
not apply if a person entitled to invoke the presumption demonstrates a documented exposure during the six-
month period.  

Patron: Amundson.  

02/26/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/27/03 Senate: Signed by President 
02/28/03 House: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (HB1877ER) 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Ware.  

NAYS—Reid.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  
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 HB 1988 Enterprise zones; expiration dates. 

Summary as passed: 
Enterprise zone designation period. Provides that if the designation of a state enterprise zone is scheduled 
to expire prior to the expiration date of a federal empowerment zone designation of the same area, the state 
designation expiration date shall be extended to conform to the expiration date of the federal designation. This 
bill is identical to Senate Bill 903.  

Patron: Bloxom.  

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 
03/07/03 House: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (HB1988ER) 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 2397 Public utilities; communications services. 

Summary as passed: 
Public utilities; communications services. Gives the State Corporation Commission the authority to enforce 
the provisions of law that permit a locality to offer communications services, including local telephone service, 
to customers. Localities that have obtained a certificate to offer local telephone service are required to file an 
annual report demonstrating that they have complied with the requirements of law regarding certain 
accounting practices. Localities offering qualifying communications services, including high-speed data and 
Internet services, are required to provide nondiscriminatory access to for-profit providers of communications 
services on a first-come, first-served basis, are prohibited from cross-subsidizing such services, and are 
prohibited from acquiring facilities for such services by eminent domain. The Commission may deem 
telephone services competitive on the basis of a category of customers, and the Commission may also 
determine bundles of competitive and noncompetitive services if the noncompetitive services are available 
separately.  

Patron: May.  

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 House: Fiscal impact statement from SCC (HB2397ER) 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

HB 2617 Workforce Development. 

Summary as introduced: 
Workforce Development. Increases the membership of the Virginia Workforce Council from 43 to 60 
members, to include the chair of each of the 17 local workforce investment boards in the Commonwealth. The 
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Virginia Employment Commission is charged with coordinating statewide workforce development activities. 
The VEC shall (i) administer all workforce investment programs and funding therefor, (ii) develop processes 
and procedures to monitor the one-stop centers mandated by the Workforce Investment Act, and (iii) monitor 
the effectiveness of local workforce investment boards. This bill was incorporated by HB 2075, which passed. 

Patron: Sears.  

01/28/03 House: Incorporated by C. & L. (HB2075-Hogan) (22-Y 0-N) 

House: YEAS--Hargrove, Ware, Nixon, Jones, D.C.  

 HB 2728 Workers compensation; smallpox vaccine. 

Summary as passed: 
Workers' compensation; smallpox vaccine. Expands the definition of "injury," for purposes of the workers' 
compensation, to include any injury, disease or condition that (i) arises out of and in the course of employment 
of an employee of a hospital, health care provider, or state or local health department or of a firefighter, 
emergency medical technician or other specified provider, and (ii) results from the administration of the 
vaccinia vaccine, Cidofivir, or Vaccinia Immune Globulin, as part of federal smallpox countermeasures, or from 
the transmission of vaccinia in the course of employment from an employee participating in such 
countermeasures to a co-employee of the same employer.  

Patron: O’Bannon.  

02/20/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/20/03 Senate: Signed by President 
02/25/03 House: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (HB2728ER) 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 SB 875 Telecommunications services; certificate. 

Summary as passed: 
Telecommunications services; certificate. Creates a statutory procedure for cities and towns that operate a 
municipal electric utility and obtain a certificate to operate as a telephone utility to offer cable television 
services. Before offering cable television services, a locality is required to (i) hold a preliminary public hearing, 
(ii) hire a consultant to perform a feasibility study, (iii) hold public hearings on the feasibility study, (iv) 
determine whether such study finds that certain revenue requirements can be met, and (v) hold a referendum. 
The municipality shall establish a separate department for operation of cable television services, and establish 
an enterprise fund to account for the provision of such services, and cross-subsidization is prohibited. The 
requirements of clauses (i) through (v) will not apply to a locality that had obtained a certificate to operate as a 
telephone utility and installed a cable television headend prior to December 31, 2002.  

Patron: Wampler.  

02/26/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/27/03 Senate: Signed by President 
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YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, Miles, 
Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

NAYS--Janis.  

 
 

HOUSE COUNTIES, CITIES & TOWNS  
 

House Committee Members:  Ingram (Chairman), Marshall, R.G., Orrock, Dudley, Bryant, Weatherholtz, 
McQuigg, Suit, Broman, Oder, Marshall, D.W., Hurt, Reese, Marrs, Cline, Hall, Stump, Hull, Jones, D.C., 
Spruill, Amundson, Armstrong 

 HB 1375 Notice of annexation. 

Summary as passed: 
Notice of annexation. In addition to current advertisement requirements, provides that at least 10 days' 
written notice be given to the owner or agent of each parcel subject to a proposed annexation under an 
agreement defining annexation rights.  

Patron: Landes  

02/26/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/27/03 Senate: Signed by President 
03/06/03 House: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (HB1375ER) 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 1679 Meetings of the planning commission and board of zoning appeals. 

Summary as passed: 
Meetings of the planning commission and board of zoning appeals. Provides that the planning 
commission and board of zoning appeals may by resolution fix the day to which any meeting shall be 
continued if weather or other conditions are such that it is hazardous for members to attend the meeting. Such 
finding shall be communicated to the members and the press as promptly as possible. All hearings and other 
matters previously advertised for such meeting shall be conducted at the continued meeting and no further 
advertisement is required. This authority is similar to that which currently exists for local governing bodies.  

Patrons: Rapp and Gear; Senators: Norment and Williams.  
 
02/26/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/27/03 Senate: Signed by President 
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House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 1738 Economic development authorities. 

Summary as passed: 
Economic development authorities. Adds the counties of Charles City, Greene, New Kent, and Patrick to 
those localities that may choose to refer to their industrial development authority as an economic development 
authority. This bill incorporates HB 1781, HB 2022 and HB 2583.  

Patron: McDougle.  

02/21/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/23/03 Senate: Signed by President 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 1748 Virginia Water Facilities Revolving Fund; brownfields remediation. 

Summary as passed: 
Virginia Water Facilities Revolving Fund; brownfields remediation. Allows the State Water Control Board 
to extend loans from the Virginia Water Facilities Revolving Fund to localities, public authorities, partnerships 
or corporations for brownfields remediation activities. A brownfield is real property for which expansion, 
redevelopment, or reuse may be complicated by the presence or potential presence of a hazardous 
substance, pollutant, or contaminant.  

Patrons: Suit, Albo, Hall and May; Senators: Hanger and Watkins.  

02/26/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/27/03 Senate: Signed by President 
03/04/03 House: Fiscal impact statement from DEQ (HB1748ER) 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 1752 Local "Crime Stoppers" programs. 

Summary as passed: 
Local "Crime Stoppers" programs. Grants authority for local "Crime Stoppers" programs. Such programs 
are defined as a private, nonprofit Virginia corporation governed by a civilian volunteer board of directors that 
is operated on a local or statewide level that (i) offers anonymity to persons providing information to the 
organization, (ii) accepts and expends donations for cash rewards to persons who report to the organization 
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information about alleged criminal activity and that the organization forwards to the appropriate law-
enforcement agency and (iii) is established as a cooperative alliance between the news media, the community, 
and law-enforcement officials. This bill is identical to SB 1032.  

Patron: Parrish.  

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS-- Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

HB 1781 Economic development authorities. 

Summary as introduced: 
Economic development authorities. Adds Charles City County to those localities that may choose to refer to 
their industrial development authority as an economic development authority. This bill was incorporated into 
HB 1738, which passed. 

Patron: Miles.  

01/31/03 House: Incorporated in C.C.T. (HB1738-McDougle) (22-Y 0-N) 

House: YEAS--Ingram, Marrs, Hall, Jones, D.C.  

 HB 1805 Compliance with subdivision ordinance. 

Summary as passed: 
Compliance with subdivision ordinance. Clarifies that in addition to fines of up to $500 for each lot or parcel 
of land that is subdivided, transferred or sold in violation of certain provisions of the subdivision ordinance, the 
owner shall continue to be required to comply with all provisions of the subdivision ordinance.  

Patron: Carrico.  

02/14/03 Senate: VOTE: PASSAGE R (37-Y 0-N) 

02/26/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/27/03 Senate: Signed by President 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., McDougle, Miles, 
Nixon, O'Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

NAYS-- Marrs.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  
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 HB 1821 Replacement of manufactured housing. 

Summary as passed: 
Replacement of manufactured housing. Amends the existing statute related to replacement of 
nonconforming manufactured housing to provide that either the landowner or homeowner may remove such 
nonconforming home and replace it with a another comparable manufactured home. In a mobile or 
manufactured home park, a single-section home may replace a single-section home and a multi-section home 
may replace a multi-section home. The owner of a valid nonconforming mobile or manufactured home not 
located in a mobile or manufactured home park may replace that home with a newer manufactured home, 
either single or multi-section, that meets the current HUD manufactured housing code.  

Patron: Scott.  

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Jones, D.C., Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, 
Reid, Ware.  

NAYS--Janis, Marrs, McDougle.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 1881 Service districts. 

Summary as passed: 
Service districts. Expands the power of service districts to include the control of insects that may carry 
diseases that are dangerous to humans.  

Patrons: Amundson, Albo, Callahan, Reese, Rust and Watts; Senators: Byrne, Howell, Mims, Puller and Ticer.  

02/21/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/23/03 Senate: Signed by President 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O'Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

YEAS-- Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 1885 Local government health insurance programs; volunteer fire/rescue. 

Summary as passed: 
Local government health insurance programs; volunteer fire and rescue company members. Authorizes 
any locality that provides a group health insurance program for its officers and employees to allow eligible 
members of approved volunteer fire or rescue companies, as determined by the locality, to participate in such 
program, subject to the eligibility criteria established by the locality. A participating volunteer shall pay the full 
cost of his participation in the health insurance program.  

Patron: May.  
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02/26/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/27/03 Senate: Signed by President 
03/03/03 House: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (HB1885ER) 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 1888 Civil penalties for zoning violations. 

Summary as passed: 
Civil penalties for zoning violations. Raises the maximum civil penalty for second and subsequent violations 
of the zoning ordinance from $150 to $250. The civil penalty for an initial summons remains unchanged at 
$100. Also, a series of specified violations arising from the same operative set of facts shall not result in civil 
penalties that exceed a total of $5,000, rather than the current total of $3,000.  

Patron: May.  

02/26/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/27/03 Senate: Signed by President 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Norment, Stosch.  

NAYS--Martin, Watkins.  

 HB 1967 Duties of the Commission on Local Government. 

Summary as passed: 
Duties of the Commission on Local Government. Transfers the Commission on Local Government to the 
Department of Housing and Community Development and provides that the Director of the Department shall 
serve as the Executive Director of the Commission. Also, provisions related to certain voluntary agreements 
between localities are amended to clarify that such agreements shall be binding on future local governing 
bodies.  

Patrons: Athey, Lingamfelter and Louderback.  

03/06/03 House: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (HB1967ER) 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 

House: YEAS-- Cox, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon.  

NAYS--Bland, Hall, Marrs, Reid, Ware.  

NOT VOTING--Baskerville, Jones, D.C., McDougle.  
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Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 2118 County manager form of government; background checks. 

Summary as passed: 
County manager form of government; background checks. Provides that as a condition of employment, 
any applicant in such county who is offered or accepts employment at the county's water treatment facility after 
September 1, 2001, shall be required to submit to fingerprinting and to provide personal descriptive 
information to be forwarded along with his fingerprints through the Central Criminal Records Exchange to the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation for the purpose of obtaining criminal history record information regarding such 
applicant. If an applicant is denied employment because of the information appearing in his criminal history 
record, the county shall notify the applicant that information obtained from the Central Criminal Records 
Exchange contributed to such denial. The information shall not be disseminated except as provided for in this 
section.  

Patron: Reid.  

02/26/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/27/03 Senate: Signed by President 
03/05/03 House: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (HB2118ER) 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 2164 Virginia Wireless Service Authorities Act. 

Summary as passed: 
Virginia Wireless Service Authorities Act. Authorizes any locality to create a wireless service authority, 
which may provide qualifying communications services as authorized by Article 5.1 (§ 56-484.7:1 et seq.) of 
Chapter 15 of Title 56. The authority shall have many of the powers typically granted to authorities, including 
the issuance of revenue bonds.  

Patron: Phillips.  

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, Miles, 
Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

NOT VOTING--Janis.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  
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 HB 2270 Local employee bonuses. 

Summary as passed: 
Local employee bonuses. Grants localities greater flexibility in the awarding of bonuses.  

Patron: Rust.  

02/26/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/27/03 Senate: Signed by President 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C, Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 2362 Repair of deteriorating buildings. 

Summary as passed: 
Repair of deteriorating buildings. Allows localities to prescribe civil penalties, not to exceed a total of 
$1,000, for violations of ordinances related to the repair of deteriorating buildings.  

Patrons: Shuler; Senator: Deeds.  

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 2373 Background checks required for certain local employees or licensees. 

Summary as passed: 
Background checks required for certain local employees or licensees. Provides that certain localities 
shall require any (i) applicant who is offered or accepts employment with the locality or (ii) prospective licensee 
for any categories of license designated by ordinance to submit to fingerprinting and to provide personal 
descriptive information to be forwarded along with the applicant's or licensee's fingerprints through the Central 
Criminal Records Exchange to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for the purpose of obtaining criminal history 
record information regarding such applicant or licensee. Such applicant or licensee shall pay the cost of the 
fingerprinting or a criminal records check or both. The Central Criminal Records Exchange, upon receipt of an 
applicant's or licensee's record or notification that no record exists, shall make a report to the locality. If an 
applicant is denied employment or a licensee is denied a license because of the information appearing in his 
criminal history record, the locality shall notify the applicant or licensee that information obtained from the 
Central Criminal Records Exchange contributed to such denial. The information shall not be disseminated 
except as provided for in this section.  

Patrons: Sherwood, Athey, Jones, S.C., Melvin, Miles, O’Bannon and Putney; Senators: Howell and Stolle.  
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02/26/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/27/03 Senate: Signed by President 
02/28/03 House: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (HB2373ER) 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 2395 Volunteer firefighter and EMT tuition reimbursement. 

Summary as passed: 
Volunteer firefighter and emergency medical technician tuition reimbursement. Provides that any locality 
may by ordinance establish and administer a tuition reimbursement program for eligible volunteer firefighters 
or emergency medical services personnel, or both, for the purposes of recruitment and retention.  

Patrons: May; Senator: Ruff.  

02/26/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/27/03 Senate: Signed by President 
02/28/03 House: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (HB2395ER) 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

YEAS-- Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 2406 Comprehensive plan; affordable housing. 

Summary as passed: 
Comprehensive plan; affordable housing. Requires localities, as part of their comprehensive plan, to 
designate areas and implement measures for the construction, rehabilitation and maintenance of affordable 
housing, that is sufficient to meet the current and future needs of residents of all levels of income in the 
locality.  

Patron: Oder. 

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, Miles, O’Bannon, 
Reid, Ware.  

NAYS--Cox, McDougle, Nixon.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  
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 HB 2423 Community development authorities. 

Summary as passed: 
Community development authorities. Declares that a community development authority is a public body 
and corporate and political subdivision of the Commonwealth.  

Patron: Janis.  

02/26/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/27/03 Senate: Signed by President 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 2473 Removal of abandoned nonconforming signs. 

Summary as passed: 
Removal of abandoned nonconforming signs. Provides that a locality may order the removal of a 
nonconforming sign that has been abandoned. For purposes of this section, a sign shall be considered 
abandoned if the business for which the sign was erected has not been in operation for a period of at least two 
years. This bill is identical to SB 820.  

Patron: Crittenden.  

02/26/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/27/03 Senate: Signed by President 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C, McDougle, Miles, 
O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

NAYS-- Marrs, Nixon.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 2503 Real estate appeals to Boards of Equalization and circuit court. 

Summary as passed: 
Real estate appeals to Boards of Equalization and circuit court. Makes several changes to the current 
process for appealing real estate assessments. For purposes of appeals to a board of equalization, the bill 
provides that there shall be a presumption that the valuation of real estate as determined by the local 
assessing officer is correct, and the taxpayer must produce substantial evidence that the valuation of his real 
estate is erroneous and was not arrived at in accordance with generally accepted appraisal practice in order to 
receive relief from the board. The bill does not change current law in regard to the burden of proof and 
standard of proof that a taxpayer must produce in circuit court.  

The bill permits taxpayers to make fair market value appeals to a board of equalization. It also limits to 9 the 
number of years of consecutive service that a person may sit as a member of a board of equalization. Thirty 
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percent of the members of boards of equalization shall be commercial or residential real estate appraisers, 
other real estate professionals, builders, developers, or legal or financial professionals, and at least 1 member 
shall sit in all appeals involving commercial, industrial or multi-family residential property, unless waived by the 
taxpayer. The bill also requires each member of a board of equalization to take continuing education 
instruction at least once in every 4 years of service as a member of such board.  

The bill provides a 3-year statute of limitations for appealing real estate tax assessments to all circuit courts. In 
general, there is a 3-year statute of limitations under current law; however, in some localities there is a 1-year 
statute of limitations pursuant to specific law. In those localities with the 1-year statute of limitations, the new 3-
year requirement will be phased in over several years.  

The bill has an effective date of January 1, 2004.  

Patrons: Griffith, Joannou, Johnson, Louderback, Melvin and Parrish; Senators: Bolling and Hanger.  

JOINT CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT  

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 

House: YEAS--Cox, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Marrs, McDougle, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

NAYS--Baskerville, Bland, Hall, Jones, D.C., Miles.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

NAYS--Lambert, Marsh.  

 HB 2509 Plat approval. 

Summary as passed: 
Plat approval. Requires the planning commission to make a good faith effort to identify all deficiencies in a 
plat that cause disapproval and identify all modifications or corrections as will permit approval of the plat. The 
local planning commission shall act on any previously disapproved plat within 45 days of resubmittal. A circuit 
court petition pursuant to this section shall be given priority on the civil docket.  

Patrons: McDonnell and Suit.  

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  
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 HB 2600 Disclosure of proffered cash payments and expenditures by localities. 

Summary as passed: 
Disclosure of proffered cash payments and expenditures by localities. Excludes localities with a 
population of 3,500 or less from certain reporting requirements related to cash proffers. Also, localities will be 
required to break down reported information by category.  

Patron: Hall.  

02/21/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/23/03 Senate: Signed by President 

House:  YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O'Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

 
Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 2694 Conditional zoning. 

Summary as passed: 
Voluntary settlements among local governments; acceptance of proffers. Allows certain localities to 
include provisions for the acceptance of proffered conditions on behalf of other localities pursuant to voluntary 
settlement agreements.  

Patron: Hargrove.  

02/21/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/23/03 Senate: Signed by President 

House:  YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O'Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 
 

HOUSE AND SENATE COURTS OF JUSTICE  
 

House Committee Members:  McDonnell (Chairman), Albo, Griffith, Kilgore, McQuigg, Black, Weatherholtz, 
Hurt, Athey, Janis, Bell, Marrs, McDougle, Reese, Louderback, Almand, Johnson, Melvin, Armstrong, Moran, 
Joannou, Barlow 

Senate Committee Members:  Stolle (Chairman), Saslaw, Trumbo, Marsh, Quayle, Norment, Howell, Lucas, 
Edwards, Reynolds, Mims, Puller, Rerras, Blevins, Cuccinelli 
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 HB 1382 Courthouse and courtroom security; assessment. 

Summary as passed: 
Courthouse and courtroom security; assessment. Eliminates the "July 1, 2004" sunset on the provision 
that allows any county or city to assess a sum not in excess of five dollars as part of the costs in each criminal 
or traffic case in its district or circuit court in which the defendant is convicted that is collected by the clerk of 
the court, remitted to the treasurer and held by the treasurer subject to appropriation by the governing body to 
the sheriff's office for the funding of courthouse security.  

Patron: Cosgrove.  

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 

House:  YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, Miles, Nixon, 
O'Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

NAYS--McDougle.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 2444 Fees; services of judges/clerks; civil cases in juvenile court. 

Summary as passed: 
Fees for services of juvenile and domestic relations district court judges and clerks in certain civil 
cases. Establishes a $25 filing fee for child custody or visitation cases in the juvenile and domestic relations 
district court.  

Patron: Griffith  

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 
03/12/03 House: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (HB2444ER) 

House: YEAS--Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, Nixon, O’Bannon, 
Reid, Ware.  

NAYS--Miles.  

NOT VOTING--Baskerville, Bland.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

NAYS--Lambert, Marsh.  
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 SB 740 Fees collected by circuit court clerks; information technology fee. 

Summary as passed: 
Fees collected by circuit court clerks; information technology fee. Extends the sunset on the collection of 
the Technology Trust Fund Fee from July 1, 2004, to July 1, 2008.  

Patron: Marsh.  

02/22/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/23/03 Senate: Signed by President 
02/24/03 Senate: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (SB740ER) 

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hargrove, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, 
Reid, Ware.  

NAYS--Hall, Ingram, McDougle.  

 SB 771 Concealed handgun permits. 

Summary as introduced: 
Concealed handgun permits. Provides that a valid concealed handgun permit or license issued by another 
state shall be valid in the Commonwealth, provided the permit holder is not a resident of Virginia and, if the 
permit does not include a photograph of the holder, he carries a current state or federal government-issued 
photo identification. Also requires that the Attorney General enter into reciprocal agreements with the states 
that require it for recognition of the validity of Virginia concealed handgun permits. The bill removes the 
requirement that the out-of-state permit holders meet Virginia requirements for issuance.  

Patrons: Cuccinelli, Bolling and Hanger; Delegates: Black, Cole, Hargrove, Janis, Lingamfelter, Marrs, 
Marshall, R.G. and Saxman.  

02/02/03 Senate: Failed to report (defeated) in C. J. (4-Y 11-N) 

Senate: NAYS--Marsh, Norment.  

 SB 797 Embezzlement by public official; penalty. 

Summary as passed Senate: 
Embezzlement by public official; penalty. Provides that it is a Class 4 felony for a public official or employee 
to knowingly misuse, misappropriate or unlawfully dispose of any public funds that he has access to or knows 
of because of his position. There is a mandatory, minimum term of 1 year of incarceration in a state 
correctional facility with no suspension of sentence for each $50,000 misused, misappropriated or unlawfully 
disposed of.  

Patron: Reynolds.  

02/17/03 House: Tabled in Appropriations (25-Y 0-N) 
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House: YEAS--Ingram, Cox, Reid, Hall.  

 SB 897 Hospital immunity for vaccinia (smallpox) vaccine administration. 

Summary as passed: 
Hospital and health care worker immunity; smallpox vaccine. Provides that, in the absence of gross 
negligence or willful misconduct, (i) a health care provider that administers the smallpox vaccine to health care 
workers is not civilly liable for vaccine-related injuries to its health care workers or to third parties who are 
injured by close contact with the vaccinated health care workers and (ii) the immunized health care worker is 
not liable for any injuries sustained by a person who has indirect or direct contact with the worker. A "health 
care provider" is one participating in a smallpox preparedness program pursuant to a declaration by the 
Department of Health and Human Services through which individuals associated with the health care provider 
have received the smallpox vaccine or other smallpox countermeasure. A "health care worker" means a health 
care worker to whom a smallpox vaccine or other smallpox countermeasure has been administered as part of 
a smallpox preparedness program pursuant to a declaration by the Department of Health and Human 
Services. In order for immunity to attach, the vaccine must be administered in accordance with the 
recommendations of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention relating to immunization of health care 
workers. The act is in force from the date of its passage, and the immunity provisions expire on July 1, 2005.  

Patron: Watkins.  

02/20/03 Senate: Signed by President 
02/20/03 House: Signed by Speaker 

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

House: YEAS—Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

 SB 956 Sales of cigarettes. 

Summary as passed: 
Sales of cigarettes; penalties. Revises and graduates penalties for the illegal use of Virginia cigarette 
revenue stamps. The bill allows seizure and forfeiture of counterfeit cigarettes, stamps and related equipment 
and property and authorizes enforcement of the provisions by the Attorney General. The bill also imposes 
requirements for delivery sales to consumers. The requirements relate to minimum age verification, disclosure, 
shipping, registration and reporting and tax collection. The Attorney General is authorized to enforce the 
delivery sale requirements and the penalties are fines, forfeitures and, if the violation is made knowingly, civil 
penalties of up to $50,000.  

Patron: Stosch.  

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, Miles, Nixon, 
O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  
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ABSTENTIONS--McDougle.  

 SB 988 Prepayable fines for traffic infractions. 

Summary as passed: 
Prepayable fines for traffic infractions. Allows fines for violating the maximum speed limits in certain 
residence districts of counties, cities and towns to be prepayable.  

Patrons: Mims, Cuccinelli, Potts, Puller and Ticer; Delegates: Amundson, Callahan, Petersen, Plum, Reese, 
Rust and Watts.  

JOINT CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT  

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

 SB 995 Eminent domain; copy of title report. 

Summary as passed: 
Eminent domain; copy of title report. Requires any condemnor to provide to property owners a copy of the 
report of status of title prepared in connection with the acquisition of property. The condemnor is required to 
conduct a title examination of the property prior to making an offer to acquire it. If the Commonwealth 
Transportation Commissioner is the condemnor, the owner is currently entitled to receive a copy of the title 
report.  

Patron: Mims.  

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

 SB 1069 Sheriffs; courthouse security. 

Summary as passed: 
Sheriffs; courthouse security. Removes the sunset on the provision that allows a portion of the costs 
assessed on criminal and traffic cases, in which the defendant is convicted, to be used for courthouse security.  

Patrons: Rerras and Stolle.  
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02/22/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/23/03 Senate: Signed by President 

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, 
Ware.  

NAYS--McDougle.  

NOT VOTING--Jones, D.C., Marrs.  

 
 

HOUSE AND SENATE EDUCATION 
 

House Committee Members:  Dillard (Chairman), Tata, Hamilton, Landes, Reid, Bolvin, Black, Rapp, Bell, 
Janis, Lingamfelter, Rust, Reese, Carrico, Hugo, Councill, Van Yahres, Christian, Hull, Darner, Crittenden, 
Keister 

Senate Committee Members:  Potts (Chairman), Saslaw, Lambert, Houck, Lucas, Howell, Quayle, Martin, 
Newman, Edwards, Bolling, Ruff, Whipple, Mims, Blevins 

 HB 2124 Governor's Schools; selection of fiscal agent. 

Summary as passed: 
Governor's Schools; selection of fiscal agent. Allows 2 or more school boards operating an academic-year 
Governor's School to select the fiscal agent for the school from among the treasurers of the participating 
localities by agreement and with the approval of the respective local governing bodies. Current law provides 
that the treasurer of the locality in which a joint school (a school operated by 2 or more school divisions) will 
serve as fiscal agent for the joint schools.  

The Governor's Schools program was first established in 1973 by Governor Linwood Holton. Supported by 
legislative appropriation, the initiative includes summer residential schools, summer regional schools, and 16 
academic-year schools (3 of which are full-day programs) and is administered by the Department of Education 
Programs for the Gifted cooperatively with local school divisions, colleges, and universities.  

The academic-year Governor's Schools are operated as joint schools, and provide special studies in sciences, 
mathematics, technology, and the arts for high school students. The remainder of the student's instruction may 
be provided by the student's home school or by the Governor's School. These programs receive funding from 
the Department of Education and participating school divisions. Additional contributions to Governor's Schools 
are made by local school divisions, institutions of higher education, foundations, and communities.  

Patron: Reid.  

l03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 
03/07/03 House: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (HB2124ER) 
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House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 2140 Posting of First Amendment in public schools. 

Summary as passed: 
Posting of Bill of Rights in public schools. Amends the two uncodified Acts of Assembly requiring the 
posting of the National Motto in public schools to add the required posting of the Bill of Rights of the 
Constitution of the United States. Currently, school boards, at their discretion, may accept contributions in 
cash or in-kind from any person to defray the costs of implementing this provision.  

Patron: Brink.  

l03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 
03/07/03 House: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (HB2140ER) 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 2151 School funding; reporting of required local expenditure. 

Summary as passed: 
School funding; reporting of required local expenditure. Codifies and broadens existing budget language 
to direct the Department of Education to collect annually necessary data to make calculations at the beginning 
and end of each school year to ensure that each school division has appropriated sufficient funds to support its 
estimated required local expenditure for providing an educational program meeting the prescribed Standards 
of Quality (SOQ). The end-of-year calculations shall be designed to verify whether the locality has provided the 
required expenditure, based on average daily membership as of March 31 of the relevant school year.  

The Department is to report annually to the House Committees on Education and Appropriations and the 
Senate Committees on Finance and Education and Health the results of such calculations and the degree to 
which each school division has met, failed to meet, or surpassed its required expenditure. Similarly, the Joint 
Legislative Audit and Review Commission (JLARC) is to report annually to these committees the state 
expenditure provided each locality for an educational program meeting the SOQ. The Department and JLARC 
are to coordinate to ensure that their respective reports are based upon comparable data and are delivered 
together, or as closely following one another as practicable, to the appropriate standing committees.  

The calculations will assist the Board of Education and the Attorney General in the implementation of their 
existing enforcement authority, set forth in the amended section and in Standard 8 (§ 22.1-253.13:8) of the 
SOQ.  

The measure is based on 2002 Appropriation Act language (§ 1-54, Item 147 B7, B7e) and Recommendation 
8 of the 2002 JLARC Review of Elementary and Secondary School Funding.  

Patrons: Rust, Albo, Reese and Scott; Senators: Byrne, Howell, Puller and Ticer  
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l03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 
03/07/03 House: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (HB2151ER) 

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

 HB 2349 Standards of Quality; School Performance Report Card. 

Summary as passed House:  
Standards of Quality; School Performance Report Card. Requires the Board of Education to include, in its 
regulation relating to the School Performance Report Card, requirements for each school to report, in addition 
to the Standards of Learning assessment scores and averages, each year's required test results, including 
nationally normed student test score averages on Virginia State Assessment Program tests, which may 
include the Stanford 9 test, analyzed by percentile data when available. Such reports must be made available 
to the public within 3 months of the receipt of the scores, disaggregated by gender and by race or ethnicity, 
and reported to the public for each school in the aggregate. These reports must also be posted separately 
from the Standards of Learning assessment data, on the portion of the Department of Education's website 
relating to the School Performance Report Card, in a standard, downloadable, importable spreadsheet format 
and in a manner that allows year-to-year comparisons. In addition, the reports must include, but not be limited 
to, the results from Virginia State Assessment Program tests, which may include the Stanford 9 and the 
National Assessment of Education Progress state-by-state assessment.  

Patron: Hull  

02/13/03 Senate: Left in Education and Health (15-Y 0-N) 

Senate: YEAS--Lambert, Martin, Bolling.  

 SB 756 School superintendent contracts. 

Summary as passed: 
School superintendent contracts. Requires that whenever a division superintendent's contract is being 
renegotiated, all members of the school board must be notified at least 30 days in advance of any meeting at 
which a vote is planned on the renegotiated contract unless the members agree unanimously to take the vote 
without the 30 days notice. Each member's vote on the renegotiated contract must be recorded in the minutes 
of the meeting. The local governing body, as the entity responsible for appropriating school board funds, must 
ultimately approve the local school board budget, pursuant to § 22.1-92.  

Patron: O'Brien.  

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 
03/07/03 Senate: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (SB756ER) 

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  
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 SB 1093 Highway safety corridors. 

Summary as passed: 
Highway safety corridors. Provides for the designation of primary and interstate highways as highway safety 
corridors. The minimum penalty for motor vehicle moving violations committed in these corridors would be not 
less than $200.  

Patron: Edwards.  

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 
03/07/03 Senate: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (SB1093ER) 

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch.  

NAYS--Watkins.  

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Hall, Hargrove, Jones, D.C., McDougle, Miles, O’Bannon.  

NAYS--Cox, Ingram, Janis, Marrs, Nixon, Reid, Ware.  

 SB 1220 Parking; Localities. 

Summary as passed: 
Parking. Allows localities to regulate parking within their boundaries. This bill is the same as HB 2269.  

Patrons: Williams; Delegate: Rapp.  

02/22/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/23/03 Senate: Signed by President 

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

 SB 1222 Urban highway system construction funds. 

Summary as passed: 
Urban highway system construction funds. Provides that payment of urban highway system construction 
funds may be made in equal quarterly amounts, at the discretion of the city or town receiving them, and shall 
be reduced, in the case of each city and town, by the amount of federal-aid construction funds credited to each city or town.  

Patron: Williams.  

02/19/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
02/21/03 Senate: Signed by President 
02/21/03 Senate: Fiscal impact statement from VDOT (SB1222ER) 
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Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

 SB 1229 Public-Private Transportation Act of 1995 (PPTA). 

Summary as passed: 
Public-Private Transportation Act of 1995 (PPTA). Provides that, when a responsible public entity solicits 
proposals for the construction of a transportation facility under PPTA, the responsible public entity will not 
charge a fee to cover the costs of processing, reviewing, and evaluating proposals received in response to the 
solicitation for proposals.  

Patron: Williams.  

03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 
03/07/03 Senate: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (SB1229ER) 

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Norment, Stosch, Watkins.  

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Reid, Ware.  

 SB 1279 Rail Transportation Development Authority. 

Summary as passed: 
Rail Transportation Development Authority. Establishes a rail transportation authority to finance or assist in 
the financing of capital improvements to rail lines and associated facilities. This bill becomes effective only if 
reenacted by the 2004 Session of the General Assembly.  

Patron: Edwards.  

JOINT CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT  

03/05/03 Senate: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (SB1279ER) 
03/05/03 House: Signed by Speaker 
03/06/03 Senate: Signed by President 

Senate: YEAS--Bolling, Lambert, Marsh, Martin, Stosch, Watkins.  

NAYS--Norment.  

House: YEAS--Baskerville, Bland, Cox, Hall, Hargrove, Ingram, Janis, Jones, D.C., Marrs, McDougle, 
Miles, Nixon, O’Bannon, Ware.  

NAYS--Reid.  

 


